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Jiily  31,  1936. 


Earm  electrification  was  the  theme  for  one  of  the  discussion 


groups  at  the  recent  International  Conference  of  the  Associated  Country 
Women  of  the  YiJorld.     The  uses  for  which  electricity  was  desired  were  listed 
in  the  following  order  "by  one  speaker:    Lighting,  washing  machine,  refrigera- 
tion, range.     Speakers  from  parts  of  the  country  where  cheap  help  is  ahun- 
dant,  as  in  the  South,  listed  washing  machines  after  the  other  appliances. 
Many  women  expressed  interest  in  the  type  of  small,  low-wattage  electric 
stove  which  can  he  used  on  the  lighting  current  or  used  in  comhination  with 
stoves  turning  wood  or  coal. 


current  that  the  housewife,  herself,  supervise  the  placing  of  outlets  and 
the  quality  of  cahle  and  fixed  installations.     In  the  kitchen,  especially, 
a  separate  light  over  each  work  center  is  desirable,  and  wall  plugs  or  "base 
plugs  for  reading  lights  in  other  rooms  cost  very  little  extra  if  installed 
at  the  time  of  wiring  the  entire  house. 


need  for  a  program  of  training  in  the  use  of  electrical  appliances  for  the 
home.    Large,  expensive  equipment  cannot  be  replaced  readily  and  those  who 
buy  it  wish  to  make  sure,  not  only  that  they  are  getting  the  piece  of  equip- 
ment that  is  suited  to  their  needs,  but  also  that  they  understand  how  to 


It  was  suggested  that  when  the  house  is  wired  for  electric 


One  of  the  points  brought  out  by  several  speakers  was  the 
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use  it. 

Several  people  told  a"bout  demonstration  kitchens  on  trucks 
or  trains  that  visited  rural  districts  where  electricity  has  been  installed 
recently  or  will  soon  be  available.     The  purpose  of  these  demonstrations  was 
not  to  advocate  particular  makes  of  apparatus,  but  to  show  the  time  and 
energy  and  food  materials  saved  by  electric  equipment. 

An  interesting  example  of  how  a  progressive  group  of  communi- 
ties obtained  the  much-desired  farm  electrification  was  described  by  Mrs. 
Myrtle  C-.  Flack,  of  Davenport,  Iowa.     She  told  how  representatives  of  seven 
counties  met  and  pooled  their  ideas  on  what  they  wanted.     They  invited  an 
electrical  engineer  to  address  them  and  consulted  him  in  all  the  arrange- 
ments subsequently  made  in  contracting  with  a  power  company  for  service. 
A  low  rate  for  current  was  made  possible  because  there  were  15  or  16  town- 
ships averaging  100  families  in  each  of  the  seven  counties  represented. 
Formerly  the  cost  of  electricity  on  a  line  which  served  only  13  homes  was 
very  much  higher. 

Another  speaker  considered  it  highly  desirable  that  specifi- 
cations for  appliances  should  be  drawn  up  by  disinterested  authorities  on 
electrical  engineering. 
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